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GW: Prime Source of Drinking Water 

Current access to safe water: 85% 



GW: Self Sufficiency in Rice Production 



As in West Bengal, India 

 



Milestone Activities 
·1993 official detection of arsenic in Bangladesh 

groundwater 

·DCH-SOES patient identification, well testing and 
1998 International conference 

·DPHE-UNICEF Field Testing 

·BGS/DPHE/MMI National Hydrochemical Survey 
1998-99 

·BAMWSP Blanket Testing 2002-03 

·National Arsenic Policy 2004 

·Various Research Activities by National and 
International Institutions (2001-11) 

·WASH Sector Development Plan 2011 

 



Arsenic Contamination in Bangladesh 



Extent of the Problem 
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There are 10 million wells! 

 

A large number of these  

have been tested ï mostly 

by field kits. 

 

Approximately 30% 

exceeds BDWS, >50% 

exceed WHO  

provisional guide level 

value. 

 

Good agreement between  

field kit and laboratory 

analyses results. 



Projected proportions of wells exceeding 50 
ppb 
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Arsenicosis Patients  
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READ-F  MAGC/ALCAN Sono 45-25 Sidko 

Arsenic Removal Technologies 
A ςHousehold ARTs: Sono, Alcan, Read F, Nelima, Shawdesh  
B - Community ARTs: Sidko 
 
 
 
 



Avoidance of Arsenic: RWH, DW and PSF 

(UNICEF PHOTOS) 



Avoidance of Arsenic: Deep Tube Wells 

(GOB, 2002) 



Rural Piped Water Systems 

(GOB, 2002) 


