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The Millennium Development Goals 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower 

women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other 

diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development  

 

Target 7C: To halve, by 2015, the proportion 

of people without sustainable access to safe 

drinking water and basic sanitation.  
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Still 780 million 

unserved 

Over 2 billion people 

gained access since 

1990 



MDG Progress 

The Water Target has been met in 2010! 
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Measuring progress towards the MDGs 

 

Proxy for ósafe drinking water and sanitationô: óImproved facilitiesô 

Quality not defined! 

óImproved water sources and sanitation facilitiesô 

Nationally representative household surveys, urban and rural 
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Improved = Safe? 

Rapid Assessment of Drinking Water Quality (RADWQ) 

Measured Thermotolerant coliforms in improved sources 

Nicaragua, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Tajikistan, Jordan 
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Improved = Safe? 

Rapid Assessment of Drinking Water Quality (RADWQ) 

Measured Thermotolerant coliforms in improved sources,  

plus Sanitary Inspection score < 3 
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MDG Progress 

Including Thermotolerant Coliforms (< 1 CFU/100 mL) 
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MDG Progress 

Including Thermotolerant Coliforms (< 1 CFU/100 mL) 
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MDG Progress 

Including Thermotolerant Coliforms (< 1 CFU/100 mL) 
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MDG Progress 

Including Thermotolerant Coliforms and Sanitary Inspection (<3 risks) 
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MDG Progress 

Including Thermotolerant Coliforms and Sanitary Inspection (<3 risks) 
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Sanitation Target 

Far off track 
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Sanitation Target 

Should shared latrines be counted? 
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What about chemicals? 

WHO (2011): ónaturally occurring chemicals of health significanceô 

ïArsenic and fluoride 

ïBarium, boron, chromium, selenium, uranium 

 

Chemicals with aesthetic affects 

ïIron, manganese, salinity, hardness 

 

Challenges 

ïLack of data 

ïDifferent standards (E. coli is fairly standard) 

ÅFrom State to State 

ÅRevisions over time 

ïNon-health based standards? 

 

 

 

 



MICS 2009: water quality testing in household surveys 

As, F 

Fe, Mn 

B, U 

 

 

Ba, Cu, Ni, Se 

16 other elements 

 



Compliance with drinking water norms (2009) 
WHO Guideline Values (3rd ed., 2004)   Pass 

   As (10 ppb) 68% 

+ Mn (400 ppb) 56% 

+ B (500 ppb) 51% 

+ F (1500), Ba (700), Cr (50), Se (10), U (15), Mo (70) 51% 

 

WHO Guideline Values (4th ed., 2011) 

   As (10 ppb) 68% 

+ B (2400 ppb) 68%     

+ F (1500), Ba (700), Cr (50), Se (40), U(30) 68% 

 

Bangladesh standards 

   As (50 ppb) 87% 

+ Mn (100 ppb) 39% 

+ Fe  (1000 ppb) 33% 

+ Ca, Mg, hardness, Na 25% 
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Improving on the MDGs 
Post-2015 Processes 



Will there be thematic targets? 

SDG 1: by 2030, if not earlier, all the worldôs 

people will have access to safe and 

sustainable water and sanitation, adequate 

nutrition, primary health services, and basic 

infrastructure, including electricity, roads, 

and connectivity to the global information 

network. 

 

SDG 2: from 2015 to 2030, all nations will adopt 

economic strategies that increasingly build on 

sustainable best practice technologies, 

appropriate market incentives, and individual 

responsibility. The world will move together 

towards low-carbon energy systems, 

sustainable food systems, sustainable urban 

areas, and stabilisation of the worldôs 

population through the voluntary fertility choices 

of families supported by health services and 

education. 

Jeffery Sachs and óSustainable Development Goalsô 

SDG 3: every country will promote 

the wellbeing and capabilities of all 

their citizens, enabling all citizens to 

reach their potential, irrespective of 

class, gender, ethnic origin, religion, 

or raceé 

 

SDG 4: governments at all levels will 

cooperate to promote sustainable 

development worldwide. This target 

includes a commitment to the rule of 

law, human rights, transparency, 

participation, inclusion, and sound 

economic institutions that support 

the private, public, and civil-society 

sectors in a productive and balanced 

manneré 





Global Thematic consultations: Jan-Feb 2013 
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Global Thematic consultations: Jan-Feb 2013 



Thematic Consultation on Water 

ñBig Waterò 

WASH IWRM 
Wastewater 
and Water 

Quality 





www.worldwewant2015.org  


