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Over a billion people in urban and peri-urban areas of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America are served by onsite sanitation technologies. Until now, the 
management of faecal sludge resulting from these onsite technologies has been 
grossly neglected.  Financial resources are often lacking, and onsite sanitation 
systems tend to be regarded as temporary solutions until sewer-based systems 
can be implemented. However, the reality is that onsite sanitation is here to stay, 
either as an intermediate or permanent standalone solution, or in combination 
with sewer-based systems. The appropriate and adequate management of 
faecal sludge deriving from onsite technologies is imperative for the protection 
of human and environmental health.

This is the fi rst book dedicated to faecal sludge management. It compiles 
the current state of knowledge of this rapidly evolving fi eld, and presents an 
integrated approach that includes technology, management and planning. 
It addresses the planning and organization of the entire faecal sludge 
management service chain, from the collection and transport of sludge and 
treatment options, to the fi nal enduse or disposal of treated sludge. In addition 
to providing fundamentals and an overview of technologies, the book goes 
into details of operational, institutional and fi nancial aspects, and provides 
guidance on how to plan a city-level faecal sludge management project with 
the involvement of all the stakeholders. 
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