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The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) broke the mould of development policy on water, 
becoming influential of policy and programming.  The presentation describes some student research 
activities intended to influence the negotiation of the MDGs’ successors – the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  The examples illustrate how simple research on relevant questions can provide 
important insights and have substantive influence; as a set they contribute to emerging insight into the 
conditions under which science successfully influences policy and to the field of ‘boundary science’.  


