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Dr David J Janssen 
 

1. Personal Information 

Group Leader, Aquatic Geochemistry, Eawag 

Present Address:   

Eawag 

Seestrasse 79 

CH-6047 Kastanienbaum 

Switzerland 

Email: david.janssen@eawag.ch 

Phone: +41 (0) 58 765 2251 

OrcID: 0000-0002-9091-8936 

Google Scholar: David J Janssen 

 

2. Education 

2011–2017  PhD, Earth and Ocean Sciences, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of Victoria (UVic), 

Victoria BC Canada. Advisor: Jay Cullen. Dissertation: Investigating the Distributions of Zinc and 

Cadmium in the Subarctic Northeast Pacific Ocean. 

 Defense Date: 31.01.2017, Degree Completed: 17.03.2017, Degree Conferred: 05.2017. 

2006–2011  BSc Summa cum Laude, Chemistry, Humboldt State University, Arcata California USA. 

 Degree conferred: 18.05.2011. 

 

3. Employment History 

2021-Present Group Leader, tenure track, Department Surface Waters, Eawag; 10.2021 to Present. 

2017–2021 Postdoctoral Researcher, Institute of Geological Sciences, University of Bern (UniBern), Bern 

Switzerland, Advisor: Samuel Jaccard; 10.2017 to 09.2021. 

2017 Research Technician, Institute of Ocean Sciences, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Sydney BC Canada, 

Contracted by: Dr. Andrew Ross, Institute of Ocean Sciences; 03.2017 to 08.2017. 

2011–2017 Graduate Research Assistant, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of Victoria, Victoria 

BC Canada, Advisor: Dr. Jay Cullen; 09.2011 to 03.2017.  

2007–2011 Undergraduate Research Assistant, Chemistry Department, Humboldt State University, Arcata 

California USA, Advisor: Dr. Matt Hurst; 12.2010 to 05.2011. 

 

4. Refereed Journal Publications 

See attached publication list 

 

5. Data Sets 

See attached publication list 

 

6. Funded Research Projects 

2024 Swiss Polar Institute PolARTS project. Collaboration between scientific research and art – project 

partner Pauline Agustoni. Project duration: 08.2024-10.2025. 

2023 Swiss National Science Foundation Project Grant. ZuMn – Biogeochemical cycling of Mn, Fe and 

paleoredox proxies in the redox-stratified, ‘Manganous’ Lake Zug, Switzerland. Funding awarded 2023, 

project duration: 04.2024-03.2027. 

2023 Leister Go East 2023, selected participant. Tracing contaminant metals in Southeast Greenland rivers. 

2022 Swiss Polar Institute Exploratory Grant: Assessing the impact of mining and natural enrichments on 

heavy metal contamination in Greenland’s rivers. Project duration: 03.2022-09.2023. 

2021 Swiss National Science Foundation Ambizione Grant: Biological productivity-dust coupling in the 

glacial Southern Ocean: New insights from metal isotopes. Project duration: 06.2022-05.2026 

 

7. Research Experience 

2021-present Research Group Leader, Aquatic Geochemistry group; 10.21 to Present 

 Eawag, Department Surface Waters, Kastanienbaum Switzerland 

2018 Visiting Researcher, Group of Dr. Michael Ellwood; 08.2018 to 09.2018 

Australian National University, Canberra Australia, 

2017-21 Postdoctoral Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Samuel Jaccard; 10.2017 to 09.2021 

Institute for Geological Sciences, University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland. 

2017  Research Technician, Contracted by: Dr. Andrew Ross; 03.2018 to 08.2018 

Institute of Ocean Sciences, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Sidney, BC Canada 

2011-17 Graduate Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Jay Cullen; 09.2011 to 03.2018 

School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of Victoria, Victoria, BC Canada 
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2015-16 Visiting Research Assistant, Advisors: Dr. Steve Galer (MPIC), Dr. Wafa Abouchami (IPG Paris); 

10.2015 to 05.2016 Max Planck Institute for Chemistry, Mainz Germany 

2013-14 Visiting Research Assistant, Advisors: Dr. Wafa Abouchami and Dr. Steve Galer; 10.2013 to 

05.2014, Max Planck Institute for Chemistry, Mainz, Germany 

2010  NSF-REU, Advisor: Dr. Kelly Falkner; 06.2010 to 08.2010 

College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Or. 

2010-11  Undergraduate Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Matt Hurst, 12.2010 to 05.2011 

  Chemistry Department, Humboldt State University, Arcata, Ca. 

2007-10  Undergraduate Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Matt Hurst, 07.2007 to 11.2010 

  Chemistry Department, Humboldt State University, Arcata, Ca. 

 

8. Presentations at International Conferences 

See attached publication list 

 

9. Expert Consulting and Technical Reports 

See attached publication list 

 

10. National and Institutional Responsibilities and Committees 

2025-Present Working group member, Eawag Internal structure working group. 09.2025 to Present. 

2024-Present Board member, Swiss Commission of Oceanography and Limnology. 01.2024 to Present. 

2022-Present Representative from Surface Waters Department for the Eawag Seminar Series. 05.2022 to Present. 

2022-Present Scientific representative from Eawag for NAWA-Fracht (Swiss National River Monitoring and Survey 

Programme). 

2012-13 Graduate Student Representative, UVic School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, 01.2012 to 09.2013. 

 

11. Supervision of Junior Researchers 

2026-Present Adrien Pinho (Eawag/ETH Zürich, MSc student) supervisor (01.2026 to Present) 

2025-Present Giorgia Gadola (Eawag/Uni Bern, MSc student) supervisor (09.2025 to Present). 

2025-Present Melanie Münch (Eawag, postdoc), co-supervisor (01.2025 to Present). 

2025 Jane Ackeret (Eawag/ETH Zürich, BSc student), thesis supervisor (02.2025 to 09.2025). 

2024-Present Yana Kirichenko (Eawag, postdoc), supervisor (10.2024 to Present). 

2024-Present Pasqualina Vonlanthen DiNenna (Eawag/ETH Zürich, PhD student), supervisor (04.2024 to Present). 

2024-2025 Jemima Rama (Eawag, Postdoc), co-supervisor (03.2024 to 11.2025). 

2023-2024 Lauritz Schönfeld (ETH Zürich, MSc student), co-supervisor (12.2023 to 09.2024). 

2023 Norberto Jr Aquino (Eawag/ETH Zürich, MSc student), supervisor (01.2023 to 06.2023). 

2022 Oscar Sepúlveda Steiner (Eawag, Postdoc), supervisor (07.2022 to 12.2022). 

2022-Present Chun Fung Chiu (Eawag/ETH Zürich, PhD student), supervisor (06.2022 to Present). 

2021-2025 Delphine Gilliard (University of Lausanne PhD, student) co-supervisor (04.2021 to 09.2025). 

2019–2020 Delphine Gilliard (Uni Bern MSc), co-supervisor (09.2019 to 11.2020). 

2019 Tatiana Nazarova (Uni Bern MSc), trained and supervised in the lab. 

2017 Edward Gawne (UVic Undergraduate Honours thesis), trained and supervised in the lab. 

2017 Annaliese Meyer (UVic Undergraduate, NSERC USRA), trained and supervised in the lab and field. 

2016 Saskia Kowallik (UVic Undergraduate, NSERC USRA), trained and supervised in the lab. 

2015 Laura McKay (UVic Undergraduate, NSERC USRA), trained and supervised in the lab. 

2014 Kathryn Purdon (UVic Undergraduate, NSERC USRA), trained and supervised in the lab and field. 

2013–2015 Sarah Jackson (UVic MSc. student), trained in the lab. 

2013 Ashley Davidson (UVic Undergraduate, Honours thesis), trained in the lab. 

2012 Desirée Dillman (UVic Undergraduate, NSERC USRA), trained and supervised in the lab and field. 

 

12. Teaching Activities 

2023-Present Biogeochemistry of Trace Elements, 701-1315-00L ETH Zürich. Lecturer for 2 lessons, each spring 

semester. 

2023-Present Biogeochemie Praktikum, 701-0420-01L ETH Zürich. Lead instructor of Modul 5 (Biogeochemie des 

Oberflächenwassers (Moor)), each spring semester. 

2022-2025 Term Paper Mentor, 701-1303-00L ETH Zurich. 

2022 Biogeochemie Praktikum, 701-0420-01L Praktikum Biogeochemie FS2022, ETH Zürich. Assistant 

instructor for lab work of Modul 5 (Biogeochemie des Oberflächenwassers (Moor)), 05.2022 to 

06.2022. 

2017 Guest Instructor, EOS 312: Chemical Oceanography, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University 

of Victoria, 22 & 24.02.2017. 

2014 Instructor, EOS 312: Chemical Oceanography, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of 

Victoria, Co-taught with Dr. Jay Cullen, 07.2014 to 09.2014 
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2013 Teaching Assistant, EOS 240: Geochemistry, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of 

Victoria, 01.2013 to 04.2013. 

2012  Teaching Assistant, EOS 240: Geochemistry, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of 

Victoria, 01.2012 to 04.2014. 

2007–2011  Supplemental Instructor, Chemistry 107, 109, and 110: Fundamentals of Chemistry, General 

Chemistry I & II, Chemistry Department, Humboldt State University. 08.2007 to 05.2011. 

 

13. Memberships in Panels and Scientific Reviewing Activities 

Editorial Board:  Biogeosciences (from 03.2026) 

Aquatic Science (11.2022 to 12.2025) 

Reviewer for: Aquatic Science, Applied Geochemistry, Biogeosciences, Chemical Geology, Earth & Planetary 

Science Letters, Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, Global Biogeochemical Cycles, Gondwana 

Research, Limnology & Oceanography, Marine Chemistry, Czech National Science Foundation, Dutch 

Research Council, Swiss Polar Institute, United States National Science Foundation. 

 

14. Active Memberships in Scientific Societies 

European Association of Geochemistry (EAG) 

Association for the Sciences of Limnology & Oceanography (ASLO) 

 

15. Organization of Scientific Conferences 

2025 Session Co-convener, Geochemical proxy development for paleoceanographic and paleoclimatic 

research (13f), Goldschmidt Conference, 06-11.07.2025 

2023 Session Convener, Emerging insights into processes controlling elemental and non-traditional stable 

isotope paleoproxies in past and present oceans (13h), Goldschmidt Conference, 09-14.07.2023. 

2022 Session Convener, Sources, sinks, and cycling of trace elements in coastal and near-shore systems (CT-

10), Ocean Sciences Virtual Meeting, 24.02 to 04.03.2022 

2020 Session Convener, Biogeochemical cycles in oxygen minimum zones: mechanisms, drivers, and change 

(CT-42A), Ocean Sciences Meeting, San Diego California, 16-21.02.2020. 

2015 Acting Session Co-Chair, Arctic GEOTRACES, ArcticNet Annual Scientific Meeting, Vancouver BC, 

07-11.12.2015. 

 

16. Prizes, Awards and Fellowships 

2016 Dissertations in Chemical Oceanography (DISCO) XXV invited participant. 09-13.10.2016 

2015–2016 Max Planck Institute for Chemistry Doctoral Stipend. 10.2014 to 05.2015 

2014–2015 University of Victoria Dr. Arne H. Lane Graduate Fellowship. 09.2014 to 08.2015 

2014 Ocean Sciences Meeting, Honolulu Hi, Outstanding Student Presentation Award. 02.2014 

2014–2016 UVic Graduate Award. 09.2014 to 08.2016 

2013–2014 DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) Visiting Research Scholarship. 10.2013 to 04.2014 

2013–2014 University of Victoria Bob Wright Graduate Scholarship. 09.2013 to 08.2014 

2013 UVic SEOS Grad Student Workshop First Prize for Research Presentation. 19.04.2013 

2011–2014 UVic Graduate Student Fellowship. 09.2011 to 08.2014 

2011–2012 UVic Graphic Office Interiors Scholarship. 09.2011 to 08.2012 

2011 Humboldt State University Outstanding Student of the Year 2010-2011. 04.2011 

2011 Scripps Institute of Oceanography T. R. and Edith Folsom Graduate Fellowship (Declined). 03.2011 

2010  American Chemical Society Undergraduate Award in Inorganic Chemistry. 08.2010 

2010 NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Fellowship. 06.2010 to 08.2010 

 

17. Activities to Promote Diversity and Inclusion 

2024 Organizing committee for 2024 GEODES workshop “Decolonizing Science”, 08.11.2024. 

2024 Institutional organization for GEODES online workshop “Field Inclusivity”, 10.10.24. 

2023 Organizing committee for 2023 GEODES workshop “Fieldwork Inclusivity”, 17.11.23. 

2022 Organizing committee for 2022 GEODES workshop “Engaging in diverse teams”, 18.11.22.  

2022-Present Eawag representative for GEODES (Promoting gender equality, diversity & inclusion in Swiss 

Geosciences). 10.2022 to Present. 

 

17. Additional Trainings and Certifications 

Safety Course – Turbid and Challenging Water Bodies (2025) 

Health and Safety Training for Fieldwork (Swiss Polar Institute & Groupe d’Intervention Médicale en Montagne, 2025) 

Boat Driving license (Category A, Federal level), 2024 

Rifle training (for polar bear defense, 2023 & 2025) 

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Scientific Leadership (2023-2024) 

 

18. Field Research Experience 
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2025 Project lead for lake sampling & co-lead of an art-science collaborative project in southern Greenland, 

24.06.2025 to 03.07.2025. 

2023 Project lead for river sampling in rivers of East Greenland by land and ship, 27.08.2023 to 15.09.2023 

2022 Project lead for river sampling in southern Greenland from small boats, 09.08.2022 to 02.09.2022. 

2022-Present Project lead for re-occurring metal sampling in Swiss lakes (e.g., Zug, Geneva, Lucerne) 

2018 RV Investigator, Chief Scientist: Dr. Michael Ellwood (Australian Nat. U.). 11.09.2018 to 08.10.2018. 

2018  RV Investigator, Chief Scientist: Dr. Tom Trull (CSIRO, Australia). 03-21.03.2018. 

2017 RV Kilo Moana, Chief Scientists: Dr. Paul Quay (UW) and Dr. Angel While (OSU). 03-26.09.2017. 

2016-17 Akademik Tryoshnikov, Chief Scientist: Dr. David Walton (British Antarctic Survey); Project Lead: 

Dr. Michael Ellwood (Australian Nat. U.). 20.12.2016 to 19.01.2017. 

2016  MSV John Strickland. 07.07.2016. 

2016  MSV John Strickland. 28.01.2016. 

2015 NGCC Amundsen, Chief Scientist: Dr. Roger Francois (UBC). 10.07.2015 to 20.08.2015. 

2014  CCGS JP Tully, Chief Scientist Marie Robert (IOS, Canada). 19.08.2014 to 04.09.2014. 

2014  MSV John Strickland. 30.07.2014. 

2012  CCGS JP Tully, Chief Scientist Marie Robert (IOS, Canada). 14-30.08.2012. 

2012  CCGS JP Tully, Chief Scientist Marie Robert (IOS, Canada). 22.05.2012 to 08.06.2012. 

2010  R/V Point Sur, Chief Scientist Dr. Ken Bruland (UC Santa Cruz). 07-25.05.2011. 

 


